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Congressman Sparkman, on his recent
visit to Tampa, was greeted by a large
assemblage of his admiring friends and
fellow citizens, with ‘‘music by the
band.”’ Nowitis in order ior Congress-
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POLITICAL BOSS.

short story in ome of the
and accurately de-
picts th¥ leading characteristics of the
political boss—that unsavory and
tiferous species of individual which has
become a prominent featureof the mod-
ern political environment of many Amer-
jcan governments, Federal, State and
maunicipal. This particular boss, having
onjoyed & long and successful lease of
local power in one of the largest cities
of the Union, had a mind to retire and
live on ‘‘easy street’’ and the results of
his consecutive manipulations of the po-
litical kingdom which he had governed,
and had imparted to his secretary the
name of the fortunate follower whom
he had chosen as his successor.
The secretary, impressed with the pos-

A

man Davis’ Palatka friends to give him
a fitting demonstration of their regard
on his return to abide among them. 4

NI |
" Referring to the Florida hand-book
recently prepared by Chief Clerk Elliot |
for the Agriculturgl Department, the |
Jacksonville TimesUnion says: “‘In|
the absence of a State bureau of immi- |
gration, no pains should be spared to |
put such immigration machinery as we|
possess in good working order; and,
whatever else the next Legislature
may do, it should certainly see to it
that the widest publicity possible is
given Commissioner MeLin's admira-
ble hand-book.
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The recently discovered instance of a
reversion to paganism by a native-born
African who had been brought to Amer-
ica in infancy, carefully reared and
hLighly educated by white church people,
and sent to his native land as a mission-
ary, should not operate as a discourage-
ment to the race in this country. The
case of this man, the victim of that sys-
tem of forcing which so delights many
excellent people in the North who are
utterly ignorant of the characteristics
of the negro race, cannot be identified
with the experiences of the millions in
the South who, with the aid of the white
people, are making haste slowly in the
acquisition of learning and substance.

The following from the New York
Press, a Republican newspaper, may
serve as an indication of Republican
sentiment on the §wayne case: ‘‘By its
verdict as a court of impeachment the
United BStates Senate gives Judge
Swayne a bill of health as clean as the
United States Senate cangive. Several
members of the tribunal that acquitted
him have been indicted for far worse
than the worst charged against the

sibility of losing his job, hastened to be-
tray his chief to a fellow officeholder
with whom he was intimate, and the
two proceeded to ‘‘put up a job'’ on the
‘‘old man,’’ by cunningly prompting his
chosen favorite, the mayor-elect, to a
course of independent defiance of the
boss, by the removal of certain subor-
dinates, the appointees of the boss, to
make room for others who were his own
particular adherents. The inevitable
breach between the mayor and the boss
settled the question of succession against
the mayor and in favor of the secre-
tary and his friend, both of whom re-
mained long in power and feathered well
their nests, as their predecessor had
done—at the expense of the governed.

Fortunately for the people in this sec-
tion of our great country, the full reali-
zation of the conditions existing in other
regions, where bossism is practiced as a
fine art, is as yet somewhat difficult.
We have our political bosses—or would-
be bosses—it is true, but they are merely
amateurs, blunderers, seekers after lo-
cal political pcwer, who scarcely com-
prehend the most rudimentary elements
of genuine, finished and successful boss-
ism as it is practiced elsewhere,

‘“The man with a pull’’ which enables
him occasionally to control a fat con-
tract or a few petty offices is not a boss.
His ‘‘infloocence’’ belongs to a very dif-
ferent class. He may succeed in misin-
forming those in authority to the extent
of wreaking a petty personal spite
against those who have been slow to
acknowledge his political supremacy, or
who have been so reckless as to defy
his authority; and he may even succeed
in so hoodwinking the voting public as
to achieve his own election to some small
office; but the really thoughtful and ob-
serving elements of the community upon
which he seeks to inflict himself have no

pes- | have introduced at the approaching ses- |
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Mr. George W. Willis, of Williston,
Levy county, sends to the Times-Union
the draft of a bill which he hopes to

sion of the Legislature. The bill pro-
vides that ‘‘from and after the passage

of this act it shall be unlawful for ex-|
press companies, railroad companies or
other public carriers or companies, per-
son or persons operating drays, hacks,
or other vehicles for transport to carry
spirituous, vinous or malt liquors into
any county or counties in this State
which have voted ‘dry’ under Article
19 of the Constitution of the State of
Florida, from any other county or eoun-
ties in this State which have not so
voted.”' Another section fixes a penalty
of $1,000, or imprisonment in the county
jail for twelve months, or both, at the
discretion of the court, for each viola-
tion of the law. ’

The True Nemocrat heartily wishes
that such a law could be enacted and en-
forced. *Indeed, it would be glad to see
the manufacture of intoxicating liquors,
intended to be used as a beverage, ab-
solutely prohibited throughout the land.
But it feels impelled to caution the ad-
vocates of temperance against the dan-
ger of going to extremes.

The prghibition against the public sale
of intoxicating drinks under existing
laws is effected solely by the will and
the votes of the people themselves,
Thus far, more than thirty of the forty-
five counties of the State have '‘gone
dry.'’ .The simple issue of abolishing
the open saloon has been decided in
those counties in the affirmative by the
registered voters thereof. Jp many of
them the matter is still in its experi- |
mental stage. Under the law a re-
newal of the controversy every two
years is possible, apd, in fact, almost
inevitable. Might not any attempt to
create’ and enforce new and additional
restrictions result disastrously to the
temperance cause in such future con-
tests? ’

Let us adopt for a motto: Festina
lente. Let us make haste slowly. Let
us be satisfied, for a time, with the
abolishment of the open saloon, and ap-
ply our energies to the still waiting |
work of holding on to the *‘dry’’ coun- |
ties and causing the ‘‘wet’’ counties to |
‘‘godry’’ if we can. When that is ac-
complished, the time may come for a
law, only much more far-reaching—a
law forbidding the importation of liquors
into the State,

W\MM’\MI.
The fact that Mr. W, J. Bryan has
again been defeated, in the supreme
court of Connecticut, in his effort to
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The Monticeilo News makes the fol-|
lowing flattering comment upon Miss

Caroline Mays Brevard’s recently pub-
lished History of Florida: ‘‘The book
certainly appears at the psychic mo-
ment when Florida’s prosperity, wise
methods of government and wonderful
resources of s0il and climate are mat-
ters of national comment. It is equal,
if not superior, to any history of its
kind used in the schools. Its extreme
clarity of method, simple yet convine-
ing style, interesting stories and lack
of confusing detail make it an ideal
school book, and we recommend that
the State Superintendent put it in the
cmziculum, if he has not already done
0.
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Because we wish our friends at home
to know what our friends abroad—and
particularly our Florida newspaper
friends—think and say of our new pa-
per, we take pride and plessure in re-
producing the many generous and flat-
tering notices made of it in the columns
of our esteemed contemporaries. Near-
ly every one of our editorial brethren
has happily caught the spirit of our in-
tention in establishing and naming The
True Democrat-—no one more readily
and truly than the Bristol Bee and the
Pplatka News, whose erpressions of
appreciative approval are particularly
prized, To one and all we extend our
sincerest thanks, and hope to merit all
of the good things our friends have been
kind enough to say of us.

The Gainesville Roard of Trade, fol-
lowing the lead of the Jacksonville pro-
moters of the scheme, recently adopted
a resolution favoring the establishment
of “‘a State bureau of immigration, a
separate and distinct institution, con-
ducted on practical business lines, with
location at some central point, where
Florida homescekers and investors may
obtain information of an official nature
relative to the State, its pleasures and
health resorts, transportation facilities,
industrial opportunities, health and other
statistics, lands and general resources,’’
and urging the Legislature to make an
appropriation therefor. This resolution
opens up the whole project. The appro-
priation of the people’s money to create
a local institution like the one so unwit-
tingly described in the resolution is one
of the last things the Legislature will
be likely to do.
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Jacksonville push and enterprise chal-
lenge the admiration of the entire pop-
ulation of the State, and the rapidity
and style in which the destroyed city
has been rebuilt constitutes a veritable
marvel of wonderful activity. But a

not improbable, however, that there
will be another Richmond in the field
before the Senate is

fact that both the remaining

are classified with the same Eolitiul
faction adding to the probability of a
new name being presented.—Lakeland

News.

Some of the papers are making a
big howdy-do about how magnani-
mously Governor Broward appointed
Senator Taliaferro to fill the short
term till the meeting of the State Leg-
islature. What a mess it would have
been had he appointed anybody else!
It is an affront to the Governor's in-
telligence to suggest that he might
have even momenurilx considered so
grave an assault on the primary sys-
tem.—Monticello News.

Senator John Neel, of Holm® and
Walton counties, is in favor of Confed-
erate veterans being pensioned, and in
an open letter addressed to the Yale
of his district, urges them to furnish
him with the names of those who are
entitled to pensions, and he will do all
in his power to have them placed on
the pension list. Senator Neel is a
worker and a man who looks after the
interests of the people, and as such is
the business Senator and an old stand-by
for the people of his district.—Jasper
News.

Hon. B, E. McLin, Florida's very
efficient Commissioner of Agriculture,
should ask the Legislature to give him
an appropriation to have printed and
distributed 100,000 copiez of the des-
criptive pam hlet of the State recently
issued from his office, It would mean

us. —Lake City Index.

If the Everglades can be drained
and the lands reclaimed it will throw
upon the market 8,000,000 acres of the
richest lands in the State., If these
lands ever become so that they can be
cultivated the time will come when
there will be seen down there vast
fields of sugar cane and thousands of
acres of vegetables that can be grown
the year round, for the frost will hardly

50,000 additional families located amang

judge. In view of the general suspi-
clon that perhaps many of JTudge|
Swayne's judges ought themselves to
be degraded and banished from public
life, the verdict acquitting him will have
little weight with the country. It is as
if an officer accused of conduct unbe-
coming a gentleman “dhould receive a
vindieation from a court composed of
green gaods and gold-brick operators.’’
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ever damage the tenderest plant grow-
ing in that section.— DeLand Record.

Hon. Robert W, Davis, the able rep-
resentative from the Second Florida
Congressional District for so many
KPB"' is once more a private citizen,
is term having expired with the end-
ing of the Congress last week. ‘‘Our
Bob'’ will re-enter actively into the
ractice of law at his old home, Pa-
atka, and we wish for him plenty of
cl'ents with big fees.—Madison New
Enterprise.

Suppose a newspaper man, every
time g: hears a man criticise him or
his paper in public should retaliate by

part of that city's tremendous success
has depended upon the assurance with
which its people are in the habit of
claiming ‘‘the earth and the fullness
thereof.’”” They wanted the State Cap-
ital, and when the people of the State
denied their demands, they endeavored
to secure the location of the Railroad
Commission headquarters. They now
seek to ‘‘establish’’ the State bureau
of immigration at Jacksonville; and
they began agitation for a ‘‘State fair,”’
at Jacksonville, but when the Tampa

difficulty in sizing him up at his true| ... . upon the alleged bequest of
value, and it is merely a question °f|t50,000 by his former friend and ad-
time for those upon whom he relies 88| ..o, Philo S. Bennett, should not be
his staunchest supporters and adherents | regarded as an evidence that the would-
to discover his real character, with hini be legatee is not as good a lawyer as he
ignominious downftall as the ineviuble;thou“m he was. Many a better one
result of their enlightenment. | has made worse mistakes—but they

The South is not a wholesome or con- | . ...rad in the management of other
genigl latitude for the cultivation "'lpeople's affairs.
bossism as it is known in other lands. | AP
The southern people — including those |
estimable and welcome strangers whoi

have migrated from boss-ridden regions |
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The death, on the 8th inst., of Senator
Wm. B. Bate, of Tennessee, caused
by exposure during the inauguration

An exchange thus wittily pnfnphnm
Shakespeare’'s ‘‘seven ages of man'’ as
applied to the average career of the

newspaper man: ‘‘The stork disappears
and we look into the eradle and behold
a male child. After running the gaunt-
let of measles, mumps and chicken-pox,
he enters school. At the age of 10 he
is a red-headed, freckle-faced boy and
the terror of the neighborhood. At 12
he is an apprentice in a printing office.
At 18 he has acquired two cases of long |
primer and an army press and is the ed- 1.
itor of a country newspaper. At 20 he |
is married, At 80 he is bald-headed, |
stoop-shouldered, and the father of a
lagge family. At 36 he is a corpse in a|
© diwap wipe, coffin, and as 500 delinquent

subscriberns flle pgp |
fook they are heard"to say, ‘‘He was a |
good fellow, but he couldw/t save his |

money." o nn ‘
Afternoon journalism in Jacksonvillé
is becoming strenuous. That condiuom
was to have been expeeted when Claude
L'Engle entered the field last year with
his Dally Sun, but that it should be
necessary for the preaident of the Bun
Publishing Company, Mr. P. L. Suther- |
land, to formally deny, in the editorial
columns, as he did in the issue of March
10, that neither the Consolidated Naval
Stores Company, the Consolidated Gro-
cery Company nor the Florida Bank and
Trust Company are in any manner con-
nected with or interested in the publica-
ticn of The Sun, seems a bit curious to
the average outaider. Then, in the same
column, comes a heading: '‘Fditor Car-
ter Lies,'' followed by a refutation of
an a¢count which had appeared in The
Metropolis of an encounter which oc-
curred the day before between Editor
L'Engle and an ex-policeman named

elsewhere to cast their lot among us-—
do not possess the temperament which
would enable them to bow submissively
to the behests of any Individual citizen
no wiser or more intelligent or more vir-
tuous than themselves, whatever might
be his pretensions.
ence to the course of public affairs which
we are prone to indulge in at times, and
upon which the would-be boss so confi-
dently calculates as one of the prime
factors of the success for which he
strives, frequently gives place to an
alert and indignant activity, the provo-
cation to which is the unpardonable as-

t his bler for the last | #urance and fatuous self-confidence of  State Democratic Executive Committee

the amateur boss, and the result of
which is his complete and permanent
extinction as a factor in the manage-
ment of public and political affairs.
Taking things ‘‘by and large,’’ as the
renowned Captain Cuttle would say, we
have little to fear from the insignificant
aspirations of the amateur political boss.
What with his inevitable wamasking by
his supposedly humble, but yet watch-
ful, followers, and his indignant repudi-
ation by the better and predominant ele-

ment of the population, his pathway is
not bestrewn with roses, he wouud
often be an object of sincerest pity—if
he were deserving of it.
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A witness before a committee of the
Connecticut Legislature has testified to
the existence of corruption in elections
in that State, citing instances, among
which was the expenditure of $2,000 in
a town where there were only 800
voters. From a mere trade or occupa-
tion, professional politics appears to
have degenerated into a species of

Wadsworth., If these things must be,
why not wait until the dog-daya?

;n?v, in which the worst ele-
mu the lation fmlym(:‘ﬁ

without fear of punishment,

| ceremonies, revives the much discussed
| proposition for a change in the date of

That easy indiffer- |

|of that important event to a season
| more propitious and less dangerous to
' the participants, officials and others.
Florida long ago, and wisely, changed
the date of the meetings of the Legis-
lature because of the probability of in-
clement weather in January, and it
would seem that such a change could
| almost as easily be made in the date of

' the insuguration, even if it does re-

'quire an amendment to the Constitu-
| tion,
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Soon after the reorganizatin of the

last summer, a committee was ap-
pointed by Chairman Fletcher to con-
sider and present amendments to the
| primary election law, many of which
were then regarded as being vitally
necessary to the future well being of
the party. The committee was as fol-
laws: Charles D. Tutenof Jasper, W,
W. Farmer of Yalee, and D. U, Fletcher
of Jacksonville, from the Second Con-
gressional District; J. M. Young 8¢ In-
verness, William Hocker of Ocala and
L. E. Dosier of Leesburg, from the
First Congressional District; Charles
E. Davis of Madison, E. A. Crawford
of Midway, W. T. Hendry of Perry,
from the Third Congressional District.
Chairman Fletcher has now called a

ial meeting of the State ittee
gﬂn 23rd inst., ut J:;:meov?n': for

purpose of
of the named commit-
is & very t matter,
member of State com-
i toke care to attend the
w

The primary la
f

the
the
tee,
and
mittee

meeting

muh-modimmh
now is the time
have been entrusted wi
act, and act wisely.

res
those
the duty

| Floridian takes the following view of

people commenced making arrange-
ments for a ‘‘State fair,”’ the Jackson-
villians changed their song and dance
to ‘‘a great exposition.”” The whole
population glories in Jacksonville's
pluck and enterprisz, but a bit of cau-
tion, not to ask or claim too much,
might be timely.
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Albert Williamson's 7“J:ck.onvi]le

the new lease of the State convicts to
Messrs. C. H. Barnes & Co.: ‘‘Among
the unsuccessful bidders for these
convicts we find several of the warm-
est political and personal friends
of the Governor, and still further we
find the ‘‘longest pole getting the per-
simmon.’’ The contract was awarded
to the highest and best bidder, as the
interests of the State of Florida may
sppear, and to the honor and cleanli-
ress of the administration that awarded
it. If this means anything, it means
that there was no surreptitious open-
ing of sealed bids, nor ‘‘tips’’ slyly
winked at or dropped to those expect-
ing to do some of the board a favor in
the future. We say that this lease
and its history augurs a better and

brighter dream for the Florids father| ¢,

or mother who may picture their bare-

foot boy rising from the nnbfur- and
low handles and cook of humble
to the highost o in the gift
Y R
ts
behold a thief.” .

I hereby announce that I will offer
services as Accountant
Auditor, to business public, for a
limited number of I guar-
antee faithful and sa service

holding up to public gaze the faults
and short comings of said fault finder,
what would be the result? The editor
may not know it all, but he does not
live in a community long without know-
ing a dueced sight more than he pub-
lishes, Did you ever think of it?—High
Springs Hornet,

We do not believe that Governor
Broward had an opponent in the prim-
aries but who, (since he is elected)
wishes him the best of success. Before
the primaries the News was against
Governor P.oward, for it thought and
still thinks that other candidates were
better 1‘ualiﬁed for the honor; however,
after the second primary when the
people said Browa
were willing to support the nominee,
and contrary to what the Advertiser
says, we are glad Governor Broward
has started out in the right way.—
Wewahitchka News,

BRIEF FLORIDA ITENS,

Rev. F. E. Shipp, pastorof the M. E.
church at Lake City, died at his home
in that place on the 6th inst,

At an election in Lake City on the
7th inst., the guestion of issuing bonds
for water works, electric lights, paving
Bew e, city hall, ete., mdoeidoa
adversely by large majorities on each
proposition.

E. A. Willie, an aged citizsen of Jef-
erson county, died at his home near

Lloyd last week.
& new labor g%l’;

"Sr;fti 'l'. h.;lhhed week
per 1'&'. " o
a lthﬁh%‘,"ma is to have seversl
from
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1880 —
the
en
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